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EST by his Majeſtic, 
——— | nd pgathcred 
together in the 
Name of the | 
Lord Je{ws Chyilt 

the only Head , and Monarch of his owne Churchz 
And Wee Noblem?n, Barons, Gentlemen, AMinifleys , 
Burgeſſes and Commons, Subſcribers of the Confeſſion of 
Faith, Make it knowyne that where Wee His Maje- 
ſties loyall Subjc&s of all degrees, conſidering and 
taking to heart the many and grcat innovations and 
corruptions latcly by the Pielats and their adherents 
intruded into the doctrine, worſhip , aad IpNRE 
A'2 OL 


PROTESTATION 

of this Church, which had beene before in greatpu- 
ritic to our unſpeakable comtorteſtabliſhedamong(t 
us, were moved to preſent many earneſt deſires and 
humble ſupplications to his facred Majcttie, for gran- 
ting a free generall Afﬀembly, as the only legalland 
readie meane to try theſe innovations, to purge out 
the corruptions, and ſettle the orderof the church, 
for the good of Religion, the honour of the King , 
and the comfort and peace of the Kirk and King- 
dome : Ir pleaſed his graczous Majeſtie, out of his. 
Roy:ll bounric, to dire& unto this Kingdome, the 
Noble and Potent Lord , James Marques of Hams 
miltoun with Commiſſion to heare and redreſle the 
Juſt grievances of the good Subjects , who by many 
pctitions» and frequent conferences , being tully in- 
formed of the abfolute neccſlitic of a free general! 
Aſlemblie, as the only Judicatorie which bad power 
to remedie thoſe cvils, was pleaſed to undergoe the 
paines of a voyage to Fng/ard for preſenting the 
pirifull condition of our Church to his ſacred Ma- 
jeſtic; And the ſaid Commiſſioner his Graceretur- 
ned againe in Auguſt Jaſt, with power to indict an 
Aſſembly,but with the condition of ſuch prelimitati. 
ons, as did both deſtroy the freedome of an Aſlſem. 
blie , and could ny wayes cure the preſent di- 
ſcaſes of this Church : which was made fo clearly 
apparent to his Grace, that for ſatisfying the reaſo- 
nable deſire of the Subjects, groaning under the wea- 
rinelſeand prejudices of longſome attendance , Hee 
was againe pleaſed trounder-take anot er journey to 
His Majeſtic, and promiſed to endeayour to obtaine 
2 free Generall Aſemblie, without any prelimitati- 
on, cither of the conſtirution and members, or mat- 
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ters to be treated, or manner, and order of procee- 
ding, ſothat if any queſtion ſhould arite concerning 
theſe particulars , the ſame ſhould bee cognoſced , 
judged ,. and determined by the Afſemblie, as the 
onely judge competent: And accordingly by war- 
rant from our Sacred Soveraigne, returned to this 
Kingdome, and in September laſt, cauſed indict a tree 
Generall Aſemblie,to be holden at G/aſgow, the 27. 
of November inſtant, ro the unſpeakable joy of all 
good Subjects and Chriſtian hearts , who thereby 
did expect the perfect fatisfattion of their long ex. 
pcAtations; and the finall remedie of their prefſing 
grievances : But theſe hopes were ſoone blaſted © tor 
albeit the Aſſemblie did mcet and begin at the ap- 
pointed day, and hath hitherto continued, ſtill aſlt- 
ſted with his Graces perſonall preſence , yet His 
Grace hath never allowed any freedome to the Al- 
ſemblic, competent to it by the Word of God, acts 
and practife of this church, and his Majeſtics Indi- 
6&ion, but hath laboured to reſtraine the ſame , by 
proteſting againſt allthe as maderherein,and againſt 
. ; the conſtitution therot by ſuch mcmbcrs,as by all lay 
-£<realon and cuſtome of this church were cver admitted 
in our free Aſſemblies, and by denying his apprc- 
bation to the things proponed and coucluded, though 
moſt cleare, cuſtomable, and uncontraverted. 

And now ſince his Grace after the preſenting and 
reading of his own commiſsion from our ſacred S0- 
veraigne,and after his ſecing all our commilsions from: 
P resbyteries and Burghes produced and examined, 
and the aſsembly conſtitute of all the mem: ers by 
unanimous conſent» doth now to our greatergricte 
without any juſt cauſe or occaſion offered by us, un- 
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PROTESTATION. 

expectedly depart and dilchargeany further meeting, 
or proceeding in this Aſlembly, under the paine of 
treaſon, and attcr ſeven daycs fitting, declareall Acts 
made,or hecreaftertobe madein this Afſembly,tobe 
of no forcenor ſtrength,and that for ſuch caules as are 
either cxpreſled in hisMajeſties ftozmer proclamations, 
( and ſo arc anſwered in our former proteſtations) or 
{ctdownin the declinatour, and proteſtation preſen- 

ed in name of the Prelats, (which are fully cleared 

in our anſwere made thereto) or «clſe were long fince 
proponed by the Commiſhoner his G, in his eleven 
articles of demands [ent unto us, before the indiction 
ofthe Aſſembly (and fo were {atisfied by our anſwers, 
which his Grace acknowledged, by promiſing after 
the recept thereof to procure a free generall Af- 
ſembly, with power to determine upon all queſtions, 
anentthe members, manner, and matters thereof) all 
which for avoyding tediouſncle we cealeto repeat: 
Or otherwiſe theſaidcauſlc; all-adgedby the Cam- 
miſſtoner, were proponed by His Grace, in the Aſ- 
ſemblic; ſuch as firſt, that the Aſlemiblie refuſed to 
reade the Declinatour and Proteſtation cxhibited 
by the Prelats » which neverthelefle was publicklie 
read and conlidered by the aflemblic, immediatly 
atter the cle&ion of a Moderatour and conſtitution 
of the Members , before the which , there was no 
afiemblic eſtabliſhed, to wiiom the ſame could have 
been rcad: Next that ruling Flders were permitted 
ro have voyccin the cleion of commiſſtoners from 
P resbyterics, which was knowne to His grace, be- 
fore the indiction and mceting of the alſembly, and 
is ſo 2grceadle to the acts and practile of this church, 
mvioladly obſ{cived before the jate times of corrup- 
tion, 
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tion, that not one of the allembly doubted thereof, 
to whom by the indidtion and promiſe of a free a(- 
ſembly, the determination of that queſtion, anentthe 
members conſtituent propertie belonged. 

And laſt, that the voyces of the fix Alseſsors, who 
did fit with his Grace, wcre not asked and numbe- 
red , which we could. not conceave to bee any jult 
Cauſe of offence ,. ſince after 39. Nationall aſsemblics 
of this reformed church, where neither the Kings Ma- 
jcſtie, nor any 1n his name was preſent, at the humble 
and carneſt defireof the alsembly, His Majeſty gract- 
ouſly vouchfited His preſence cither in His owne 
Royall Perſon, or by a commilsioner, not for voting 
or multiplying of voyces , but as Princes and Empc- 
rours of old, in a Princely manner to countenance 
that meeting, and to preſide in it for cxternall or- 
der; and if Wer: had beene honoured with His Maje- 
ſties pcrſonall prcſeace , Ris Majeſtie (according to 
the practiſe of 'King Ja#2; ot .bleſsed memorie ) 


would have onely given his own Jucgment in young; 


of matters,and would not have called others who had 
not becncloathed yiith commils:on from the chu! 
to cariy things by pluralitic of vovces, 

Therefore in conſcience of cur duetic to God and 
his trueth, the King :nd his honour, the Cure! 


ard her liberties, this Kingdome and her peace, 111: 


Aſscmblie and her freedome, to our ſelves and our 
ſafetic to our P ofteritie , Perions aud Eſtates » We 
profelse with ſorrowtull and heavie, but loyall hearts: 
That Wee cannot diſsolve this Afscmblie , for tha 

reaſons following. 
T1, For thereafons alreadic printed ancnt theneceſs;- 
tie of conycecning a gencrall Aſsemblic , which ar: 
NOV 
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PROTESTATION 

now more ſtrong in this caſe , ſecing the aſsemblie 
was alreadie indicted by his Maieſtics authoritie, did 
conveene , and is fully conſtitute in all the members 
thereof, according to the Word of GOD , and di- 
ſcipline of this church; in the preſence and audience 
of his Maicſties Commilſsioner; who hath reallteac- 
knowledgedthe ſame, by aſsiſting therein ſeven dayes, 
and exhibition of His Maieſties Royall Declaration, 
to bee regiſtrate in the bookes of this aſsemblie , 
which accordingly is done. En 

2, For the reaſons contained in the former Pro- 
teſtations made in name of the Noblemen , Barons, 
Burgeſses, Miniſters, and Commons, whereunto We 
doc now iudicially adhere, as alſo unto the Confeſ- 
fon of Faith and covenant, ſubſcribed and ſworne 
by the body of this Kingdome. 

3. Becauſe as Wee arc obliged by the applicati. 
on and cxplication ſubioyned necelsarily to the Con. 
feſsion of Faith ſubſcribed by Us; So the Kings Ma. 
icſtic, and his Commilsioner , and Privie Councell, 
have urged many of this kingdome to ſubſcribe the 
Confteſsion of Faith made in anno 1580. and 1590: 
and ſo to returne to the doctrine and diſcipline of 
this Church, as it was then proteſsed : Bur it 1scleare 
by the dorine and diſcipline of this church , con- 
tained in the booke of Policic then regiſtrate in the 
bookes of aſsemblic, and ſubſcribed by the Presby- 
teries of this church ; That ir was moſt unlawfull 
in it ſelf, and prejudiciallto theſe priviledges which 
Chriſt in his Word hath left to his church. , to diſ- 
ſolve or breake up the aſsemblie of this church , or 
to ſtoppe and ſtay their proceedings in conſtitution of 
atts for the weltare of the church, or execution of 

diſcipline 
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diſcipline againſt offenders 5 and ſo to mike it 


appeare , that Religion and Church-governmenr 
thould depend abſolutely upon the plcalure of the 


Prince. 

4- Becauſe there is noground of pretence either 
by Act of Afemblic , or Parliament, or any prc- 
cceding practice, whereby the Kings Majeſtic may 
lawfully diflolve the 'Generall Afſemblie of the 
Chu:ch of Scoiland, farleſle His Majeſties Commil- 
foner, who by his commiſsion hath power to indi& 
and keep it , ſccundaum legem & praxim : But upon 
the contrary, His Majelties prerogative Royall , is 
declared by Act of Parliament, ro be nowayes pre- 
judictall to the priviledges and liberties, which God 
-hath granted to the ſpirituall office. bearers , and 
rm 1 of this'Churchz which arc moſt frequent- 
Jy ratified in-Parliaments, and eſpecially in the laſt 
Parliamenc holden-by His. Maicltie himſelf; which 
priviledges and liberties of the church, his Maicſty 


will never diminiſh or infringe , being bound to 


maintaine the ſame in integritie by ſolemne oatit 
given at His Royall Coronation in this Kingdome. 

5, The Afemblics of this Church have fill in- 
toyed this freedome of uninterrupted fitting, with- 
our or notwithſtanding any contramand , as is &- 
vident by all the Records thereof; and in ſpecial 


| by "the generall Aſſembly holden in azz0o 1582. 


which being charged with letters of Homing by 
the Kings Maicſhe his Committoner and Cour.- 
cell , to ſtay their proceſle againſt Maſter Kobers 
eWeontgomerie, pretended Bithop of Glaſzgow , or 0- 
therwile to dilſolve and nile ,-did notwithſtanding 
ſhew their libertic and freedome. , by — 
MRO 7 B an 
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and fitting ſtill, and without any ſtay, going on in: 


that proceſle againſt the {aid Maſter Kevert, to the 


finall end thereof: And thercatter. by lctter to his. 


Maicſtie, did ſhew clearly, how far his Majeſtic had 
been uninformed, and upon miſinformation, pre. 
judged the prerogative ot Je/# Chrifft , and the li- 


bertics of this Church, and did inatt and ordaine, . 
that none ſhould procure any ſuch warrant or charge 


under the pain of excommunication. | 
6. Becauſe now to diflolve , after fo many ſup- 


plications and complaints, after ſo many reiterated 


promiles, after our long attendance and expectati- 
on , after {0 many references of- proceſſes from 
P resbytcrics, after the publick indiction of the AC 
ſemblie , and the ſolemne Faſt appointed for the 
ſame, after frequent convention, formall conſtitutt- 


on of the Aflemblie in all the members thereof z. 


and ſeven dayes ſitting , were by this act to offend 
God , contemne the Suvjects petitions ,, deceive 
many of their conceived hopes of redreſse of the 
calamitics of the Church and Kingdome, multiply 


the combuſtions of this Church , and make every 


m.n deſpaire heercafter ever to ſee Religion eſta. 
bliſhed ».Innovations removed , the Subjects com= 
plaint reſpected , or the offenders puniſhed with 
conſent of authoritie, and ſo by caſting rhe church 
looſe and delolate , would abandon both ta 
rune, 

7. It is moſt neceſsary to continue this AſsemJ 
blic for preveening the prejudices which may en- 


ſuc upon the pretence of two Covenants, whereas 


indeed there is but one , That firſt ſubſcribed in 


1580. and 1590, being a Nationall covenant and* 


oath 
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-oath to God ; which is lately renewed by Us, 


with that neceſsary explanation , which the corru- 
ptions introduced fince that time contrary to the 
ſame , inforced : which is alſo acknowledged by 
the A of councell in September laſt , declaring 
the ſame to bee ſubſcribed , as it was meaned the 
time of the firſt ſublcription: And therefore for 
removing that ſhame , and all preiudices which 
may follow upon the ſhow of two different cove- 
nants and confeſsions of Faith in one Nation, The 
Aſsemblie cannot diſsolve , before it trye , finde 
and determine,, that both theſe covenants, are but 
one and the felte fame covenant : The latrer re- 
newed by Us , agreeing to the true genuine ſenſe 
and meaning of the firit ,, as it was ſubſcribed in 


' 81100 1580, 


For theſe and many other reaſons , Wee the 


Members of this aſsemblie , in our owne name , 


and in the name of the Kirk of Scotland , whom 
Wee reprefent ; and Wee Noblemen , Barons , 
Gentlemen , Miniſters, Burgeſles , and Commons 
before mentioned , doe ſolcmncly declare in the 
preſence of the .everliving God, and before all men; 
And proteſt, 


I. Thatourchoughts are not guilti- of any thing 


which js not incumbent to us, as good Chiſtians 


towarces God , and loyall Subjects rowardes our 


ſacred Soveraigne, 


2. Thar all the Proreſtations generall or parti- 
cular » proponed or to bec proponed by the com- 
miſsioner lis Grace, or the Pr-lites and their adhe- 
rents, may »ee preſentlie diſculledb. fore this gene” 
rall Ailcmble, being the higheſt Ecclchafticall wdt- 
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PROTESTATION 
catNtie of this kingdome : and that his Grace de2. 
part not till the ſame be done, 

2. That the Lord commil:ioner depart not tilt: 
this Aſscmblie do tully. ſcttle the ſolide peace of: 
this chuich,cognoſcing and cxaminingehe corruptions: 
introduced upon the dorine. and dilciplinethercot : : 
and for attaining, hercot , and removing all wit ex- 
ceptions winch may bce taken at our proceedings ,. 
we atteſt GOD the learcher. of all hearts, that our: 
intentions, and . whole nrocecdings in this preſent: 
aſsemblie, have beene, arc, and (ſhall be according to. 
theword of GO D,thelawes and conſtitutions of this 
church, the confeſsion of faith 5 our nattonall oath, 
and that meaſure, of light, which GOD the father of, 
light ſhall grant us, and that :in the fiaceritie of our. 
hcarts, without any preoccupation or paſs:on. - 

4. Thatif th2Commilsioner his Grace depart.and 
leave this church and kingdome in this preſent dil- 
order, and diſcharge this aſsemblie, that it is botts 
hwiull and neceſfarie for [J5:to fir (till and conti« 
nue In keeping this preſcnt Aﬀſemblie;z indicted by 
His Majeſtic, tiil we have trycd, judged, cenſured 
all the bygone evils, and the introductors, and pro= 
vided a {olide courſe. for continucing Gods trueth 
un this land with puritic and liberties according to 
his Word, our oath and Confeſhon of Faith, anhF 
the lawfull conſtitutions of this Church 5 and that 
with the grace of God, Weeand every one of Us 
adhcring nereunto , ſhall fir till and continue in 
this Aſlemblie, till after the finall ſettling and con- 
cluſion of all. matters, it be diſſolved by common 
conſent ofall the members thereof. 


5, That this Aſſemblic is.and ſhould be eſtec- 


med. 
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med and obeyed, as a moſt lawfull, ſu!l ang free. 
gcnerall Aſſembliz of this Ringdome: And that all 
acts, ſentences, conſtirurions, ccnfurcs and procec- 
dings of this Aſlemylie, are in the ſclf,. and ſhould 
be reputed, ob:ycd and obſ{crved byall the Suvjeas 
of thts Kingdome, and members ot this Church, as 
the actions, ſentences ., conſtitutions, cenlures and 
procecdings of a full and free general Affzmblie of 
this Church of Sco:land, and to have allready ex 
ccutions under tae Eccleiaſticall paines contained, 
or to bec contained therein, and conforme thereto 
1n all points« 

6. [het whatſoever inconvenience fall out , by 
impcding, molc{ting , or ſtaying the free mectings - 
{i:tihg, realoning, or concluding of this preſent Al- 
ſcrblie, 11 matters belonging to their- judicatoric, . 
by the-word of Godzlawes & practice ofthis Church, 
andthe confeſſion of faith, or in the obſ:rving and..o- 
beying the acts, ordinances and conclultons thercot, - 
or exccutionto follow. therenpon: Fiat the ſame be 
not imputed unto{Js,or any of 'Js, who moſt ardent= 
lie deſired the coneurrance of his Mateſties Commeſ- 
fioncrrto this lawfull Afſembiy:Butupon the contrare,, 
that the Prelats and their adherentes, who have pro- 


teſted and declined this preſent Alſemblie, in con= 


ſcience of their own guilcinefle, not darcing to abide 
2ny legall tryall, and by-thcir miſinformation have 
moved the Cymmiſſtoner his Grace-to depart and 
diſcharge this Aﬀembly, bee eſteemed repute and 
holden the Diſturbers of the Peace, and Over- 
throwers of the. Liberties of the Church, and guil- 
tte of all the evils which ſhall follow hcercupon s | 
and*condigncly cenfurcd; according to the SES 
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PROTESTATION 
neſſe of their fault, and Acts of the Church and 
Realme: And ro this end, Wee againe and againe 
doc by theſe preſents cite and ſummond them, and 
evcry one of them, to compeere before this pre- 
ſcm generall Aſſembly , to anſwere to the premiſ- 
{s, and to give in their reaſons, defences, and an- 


ſwercs againſt the complaints given in, or to, bee - 


given in againſt them, and to keare probation led, 
and ſentence pronounced againſt them, and con- 
forme ro our former citations ,, and according to 
Tuſtice. with cercification as effeirs. Like as by rheſe 
preſents Wee ſummond and cite all thoſe of His 
Majcſti-s Councell, or any other, who have procu- 
red, conſcnted, ſubſcribed , or ratified this preſent 
Proclamation , to bee reſponſable to His Majeſtie 
and three Eſtates of Parliament , for their counſel] 
given in this matter, {o highly :importing His Ma. 
jcſtic, and the whole Realme , conforme to the 
1:. Act, King James 4. Parliament 2, And pro- 
teſt tor remcdie of law againſt them , and every 
one of them: 

7. Ard laſtly Wee proteſt, that 2s Wee adhere 
to the tormer Proteſtations all and every one of 
them , made in the name of the Noblemen , Ba- 


x4 ns, G entlemen , eAMinſt rs X Burghes 5 and Com- 


m'ns ; So lecing W.e arc ſurpriicd by the Com- 
miſſtoner his Graces ſud {1c departing, farre con- 
trary to His Majcſties i»dition., and our expecta- 
tion, Wee may cxtend this our Proteftation , an1 
adde more reaſons thercunto in greater length and 
numb -r, whereby Wee may tully cleare b-fore 
God and min, the equtic of our intentions , and 
Lawtulactſe of our procccdings 2 And upon the 


whole 
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whole premiſles,thetorclaids perſons for thewſclves, 
and in name aforeſaid asked Inffruments, This 
was done in the high Church of G/a/gow, in pub. 
licke audience of the Aſscmblic, begun in preſence 


of the Commiſſioner his Grace , = removed 


and refuſed to heare the ſame to theen;? » The 
twentie cight day of November: 1nd up- 
on the Mercate Croſse of G/a/; i 

The twentie ninth day 
the ſaid moneth, The | 

yeare of GOD, 

E: S644 
reſpeive, 
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